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Shaping Farnborough & the Civic Quarter

Outline Planning permission for the Civic Quarter 
Regeneration Scheme (Masterplan) granted in February 2023
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The Leisure & 
Culture Hub

"More than the sum of its parts" 
Bringing services together
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• Levelling up funding £20m from Central Government 
- Council will need to fund the remainder (Currently 
£48m)

• We hope that the new facility will deliver a range of 
outcomes including

• Increasing participation in physical activity, cultural and 
learning activity across all age groups.

• Improve the health and wellbeing of local communities.

• Deliver new and exciting opportunities and activities for 
our residents

• A sustainable building with low running costs that 
‘belongs to’ and meets community needs

Delivering Benefits For Our Community
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What is this session about?

• The first of a number of activities and events to seek 
community input to the delivery of our plans

• Update on the Leisure and Cultural Hub facilities, 
design and process for delivery

• Opportunity for you to provide feedback on what 
you hear and see and alsoinput about the activities 
that you would like to see in the new building

• Tell us what you want from the regeneration or 
Farnborough as a whole

• 'Sign up'to receive future information and to get 
more involved



Design Update



Team & 
Programme
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Plot B:
Leisure & Culture Hub

Plot A:
Mobility Hub

Civic Quarter 
Masterplan
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2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027

Civic Masterplan 
developed

Concept design 
of Leisure & 
Culture Hub

TODAY

Planning 
submission and 
Detailed design 

of Leisure & 
Culture Hub

Leisure & Culture Hub and Mobility Hub
Programme of development

Construction
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Leisure & Culture Hub and Mobility Hub
Design development - 2023 / 2024

JuneApril

2023 2024

JulyMay August September October January MarchFebruary

Planning 
submission

Planning 
consultation

Future User 
Engagment Sessions

Vision 
Workshop

Stakeholder 
Engagement

BRIEF
STAGE 0/1

CONCEPT DESIGN
STAGE 2

DEVELOPED DESIGN
STAGE 3

TODAY

November December
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DESIGN 
TEAM

TECHNICAL 
ADVISORS

RUSHMOOR BOROUGH 
COUNCIL

Client
PARTNERS

Project Team
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LEAD 
CONSULTANT & 

ARCHITECT
SUSTAINABILITY COST 

CONSULTANT

PRINCIPAL 
DESIGNER

FIRE 
CONSULTANT

PLANNING 
CONSULTANT MEP CIVILS & 

STRUCTURAL TRANSPORTLANDSCAPE POOL 
FILTRATION

Design Team
RUSHMOOR BOROUGH COUNCIL

Client



Design Process
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“ Farnborough Leisure & Culture Hub should be an 
inclusive, community-first facility which supports 

the holistic health & wellbeing of all users, through 
recreation, support and service provision.



Civic Masterplan and Farnborough Leisure & Culture Hub

Strategic Objectives
Key objectives for the scheme focus on:

Creating an inclusive community facility which 
supports the health & wellbeing of all users. 
(Tier 1)

Providing a wider range of services to increase 
participation based on a model which is 
financially, socially and environmentally 
sustainable. (Tier 2&3)

Foundation factors that will make the scheme 
successful as part of the wider development in 
Farnborough. (Tier 4&5) 

£  TIER 03 OBJECTIVES

REDUCE 
INEQUALITIES  TIER 04 OBJECTIVES

DEVELOP 
& SUPPORT 

LOCAL ARTS & 
CULTURE

INNOVATION 
& SKILLS  TIER 05 OBJECTIVES

£  TIER 02 OBJECTIVES

£  TIER 01 OBJECTIVES
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Support innovation in Arts & 
Culture, building on Farnborough’s 

history of inventive spirit.

Set the ambition for sustainability 
on the Civic Masterplan.

A PioneerA Place to Thrive
The design centred around 

sustainability, well-being and 
comfort.

A place to suit the needs of the 
community for the present and 

the future.

Integration & Sharing
A space for the community first

Aiming to increase the 
participation of people across 

Farnborough in Culture & 
Leisure Activities
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Total: 1,154 sqm Total: 1,154 sqm Total: 1,657 sqm Total: 780 sqm

WET-SIDE DRY-SIDE HEALTH/FITNESS SUPPORT

Main pool: 660sqm
(inc. Surrounds)

Intermediate 
pool: 312 sqm
(inc. Surrounds)

Health Suite: 
350 sqm

Pool store: 
78 sqm

First aid 
room: 9 sqm

6 court sports hall / 
Performance Hall: 
932 sqm

Hall Stores: 
150 sqm

Fitness suite: 850 sqm

Fitness studios: 288 sqm Studio store: 30 sqm

Spin studio: 
125 sqm

Fitness office: 
14 sqm

Dry change: 
230 sqm

Wet change: 
460 sqm

Building stores: 
15sqm

Offices:
48 sqm

Spectator seating: 
55 sqm

Pool Side Spec-
tator seating: 40 
sqm

Spectator seating: 
72 sqm

Note: 
• All areas are approximate only

Total: 465 sqm

Bistro Servery: 
20 sqm

Storage: 15 sqm

Bistro Prep Area / 
Kitchen: 30 sqm

Soft play: 
150 sqm

Bistro: 
200 sqm

COMMERCIAL

Server: 
12sqm

Staff Welfare: 
15sqm Retail: 

50 sqm

8 Lane x 25m

4 Lane x 20m

Spaces & Facilities
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Total: 841 sqm Total: 510 sqm

Total: 400 sqm

LIBRARY CULTURE

Library Floor: 
465sqm

Children’s Library: 
180sqm

Shared Plant 
Centre: 160 sqm

Med Group Rooms x 2: 
20sqm each

Store: 
30 sqm

GIS Gallery
140 sqm

WCs: 
75 sqm

Digital Lab: 
70sqm

Reception 
18 sqm

COUNCIL OFFICES

Community Gallery
110 sqm

Artist Collab
40 sqm

Studio Workspaces
4 @ 16 sqm

Store
16 sqm

Multi-use: 
50sqm

Server
8 sqm

Building stores: 
15sqm

Reception:
18 sqm

Total: 94 sqm

Multi-Use 
Rooms x 2: 
50sqm each

Server: 
8 sqm

Gallery Prep
12 sqm

SHARED

Multi-use 
Creative: 
50sqm

Workroom: 
45sqm

Welfare: 
20sqm

Total: 115 sqm

BUILDING SHARED 
SPACES

Main Offices: 1494sqm

Meeting Room Suite 
180 sqm

Total: 1,674 sqm

Pool Plant: 
240 sqm
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FUNCTION1

EXPRESSION4

INTEGRATION2

IDENTITY5

ARTICULATION3

CONNECTION6

Strategic Moves These synthesise Site Opportunities and Constraints with the Key Themes 
into a series of design and functional strategies which inform the design.
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FUNCTION
Articulating the two principal functions 

of the project in simple forms.

1 INTEGRATION

Overlapping functions to encourage 
sharing and support inclusion.

2



Civic Masterplan and Farnborough Leisure & Culture Hub

ARTICULATION

Create outdoor spaces and a central 
courtyard atrium.

3

A clear identity for all core 
functions, as well as being part of a 

wider family.

EXPRESSION4
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IDENTITY
Highlight the unique nature of the building.

A local beacon gives the building a clear 
identity within Farnborough.

5 CONNECTION

Use the courtyard as space where 
people and activity come together 
to create a truly community facility.

6
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Toilets

Toilets

Introduction & Welcome

Children’s Activities

Main Entrance

Culture

Leisure Library

Health & 
Wellbeing

Blood Pressure 
Check Station

Regeneration

WE ARE 
HERE

Today’s Event
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