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03Leader's column

Welcome to summer!

Through street 
parties and 
community events, 
it’s been great to see 
the different ways 
that residents and 

groups across Rushmoor have celebrated 
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee (p.7).

We want to build on this jubilee spirit 
over the summer, and there’s a range 
of community events planned across 
Aldershot and Farnborough (p.13) for all 
generations to enjoy – as well as the return 
of the much-loved Aldershot Lido (p.12).

At the same time, I’m acutely aware of the 
cost-of-living pressures that many residents 
are facing across the borough. Please let me 
assure you that that there are several ways 
that Rushmoor is supporting residents with 
energy bills at the moment.

I’m pleased that more than £4 million has 
been provided to support households with 
energy costs in council tax bands A to D, 
with up to another £1 million to follow 
later this year for households that are yet to 
apply or who were not eligible for the first 
scheme. This help will be in addition to the 
£400 energy bill discount that all domestic 
energy consumers will be receiving this 
autumn.

And don’t forget that our council tax 
support scheme can provide residents on 

the lowest incomes (including pensioners) 
with a discount of up to 88% on their bills.

If you need help, please do get in touch 
directly with the council on 01252 398 399 
or visit our website: www.rushmoor.gov.uk/
energyrebate 

At Rushmoor, our philosophy is to LISTEN, 
LEARN AND DELIVER – BETTER.  That’s 
why your feedback is so valuable to let us 
know what we’re doing well and how we 
can improve.  

When you have a moment, please take 
the time to complete our survey (p.5) and 
let us know what you think about living in 
Rushmoor.

In this edition of Arena, you can see the 
progress we’re making on delivering our 
promises in two key areas.  

We’re moving full speed ahead with our 
regeneration plans for Aldershot and 
Farnborough (check out the latest on 
p.4) and looking to build on our growing
recycling rates in the borough (p.10).

by Cllr David Clifford, Leader of Rushmoor Borough Council
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04 News

Union Yard takes shape

It’s fantastic to see the 
Union Yard development 
emerging in Aldershot 
town centre.

Towards the bottom of 
Union Street, you can see 
the first corner building 
taking shape with the 
reinforced concrete frame 
already well above our 
development hoardings. 

This part of the 

development will welcome 
a new restaurant or café 
with homes above. Once 
the frame is complete, 
the facade and brickwork 
will start to appear 
while work starts on the 
internal fit-out. Further up 
Union Street, the larger 
structure will provide 
one of the bigger ground 
floor units, also geared up 
for restaurant use, with 
affordable homes above. 

It will also form part of 
the access into the main 
yard area. We will also 
soon start to see buildings 
emerging on the High 
Street side where the 
student accommodation 
will be provided.

Once completed, visitors 
and shoppers will be able 
to walk from Union Street 
(opposite The Wellington 
centre) across into a 
new makers’ yard, with a 
public square and creative 
space for independent 
businesses.

Councillor Martin Tennant, 
our cabinet member 
for major projects and 
property, said: “It’s 
fantastic to see the 
development take shape. 
This multi-million-pound 
project is revitalising the 
heart of the town centre 
and also creating new 
job opportunities for 
local people as the work 
progresses.”

Around 60 people have 
already secured jobs on site.

If you, or someone you 
know, is unemployed, aged 
over 18, and looking to 
get a job in construction, 
a free course could get 
you started on the ladder. 
The five-day course at 
Aldershot College covers 
health and safety in 
construction, free CSCS 
training and test, and the 
chance to be interviewed 
by a local employer. The 
next course dates are in 
July. To find out more, 
email skills@rushmoor.
gov.uk

Farnborough Airshow is back!
The Farnborough International 
Airshow returns from 18 to 22 
July, showcasing the latest in global 
aerospace and aviation innovation.

After a gap of four years, the event 
is set to attract thousands of visitors, 
with show features including 1500 
exhibitors from across the world, a 
daily flying display, a space zone, and 
a Pioneers of Tomorrow event for 
students, graduates, apprentices and 

young professionals considering a 
career in aerospace.

The event will also bring a massive 
boost to our local economy and 
businesses.

To help make sure life continues as 
smoothly as possible locally, there 
will once again be road closures and 
parking restrictions in place, as well as 
a one-way system around Lynchford 

Road leading to and from the 
Blackwater Valley Road (A331). The 
Park Road one-way system will also be 
reversed for the week.

The road closures also include the 
A323 Fleet Road between Laffans 
Road and Ively Road while flying 
is taking place. This is because of 
Civil Aviation Authority regulations. 
Clubhouse Road, Aldershot, will also 
be closed.

For more details on the local roads and parking, please visit www.rushmoor.gov.uk/airshowtraffic or 
www.farnboroughairshow.com for show event information.
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Living in Rushmoor – tell us what you think!

How do you feel about living in 
Aldershot and Farnborough? 
What’s good about where you 
live and what do you think needs 
improving? 

Like all councils, we are set to 
receive some money from the 
government, as part of its ‘levelling 
up’ agenda, to help build a greater 
sense of community, local pride and 
belonging, and to increase people’s 
chances in life. 

So that we can direct our efforts 
in the best way, we’ve launched 
a survey to get your views and to 
find out how you are feeling more 
generally at the moment.

We’d like to understand what you 
think about the area as a place to 
live, what’s important to you and 
how things could be improved. 
We’re also interested to find out 
how much you feel you are a part of 
your local community.

The last couple of years have been 
tough for many people, so we’d like 
to hear how you are doing now. To 
help us understand this, we have 
included some survey questions 
based on wellbeing indicators from 
the Office for National Statistics. 
That way, we can see how we fare, 
compared with elsewhere.

You can take part in our survey 
online at www.rushmoor.gov.uk/
currentconsultations. It is 
open until Sunday 7 August and 
should only take a few minutes to 
complete. If you don’t have access 
to the web, please contact our 
customer services team on 01252 
398 399 and we’ll send you a paper 
copy to fill in.

We look forward to hearing from 
you!

Rushmoor at your fingertips
We have launched a new, fresh-look 
council website, aimed at making 
it easier for you to find out about - 
and to use - our many services.

Our website gets more than 
50,0000 visits a month, with nearly 
two-thirds on mobiles, so it’s 
important that it works well for you.

We also want to be able to provide 
more online services for you in the 
future and the new website will help 
us to do this.

Over the last few months, some of 

you have been involved in telling us 
what you need from our website 
and importantly, what works and 
doesn’t work for you. And we’ve 
used what you told us to help 
improve it.

Feedback on the new website so far has 
included that you find it quick and easy 
to use and to find your way around. 

If you haven’t already
taken a look, visit 
www.rushmoor.gov.uk
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Country park café soon to open
The exciting news is that after 
months of building work, 
Southwood Country Park’s new 
café is on track to open later this 
year. 

Planning permission for the new café 
and visitor centre was granted in 
December after more than 500 of 
you took part in a public consultation 
to help us finalise our plans. 

The new visitor centre is also 
progressing well and looks set to 
open in the autumn.

Both the café and visitor centre will 
include several key sustainability 
features such as a sedum green roof, 
water harvesting and solar roof panels.

We recently asked residents for 
their views on plans for a new 
playground, which will complement 
the café and visitor centre.

A number of experienced 
playground providers submitted 
designs for them to review and 
from this, we were able to select 

the most appropriate one, with 
equipment made mostly from 
wood to create a natural-looking 
playground best suited to the 
country park setting. Subject to 
planning consent, this could be 
ready by the end of October.

Footpaths, which stretch for 2.5km 
and are fully accessible, are now in 
place on the west side of the park 

along with foot bridges.  We are 
already seeing increased numbers 
of visitors and expect this trend to 
continue as the café, visitor centre 
and playground are completed.

The new visitor centre is funded 
by developer contributions, which 
will also pay for environmental 
improvements, and for a ranger to 
manage and maintain the park.

Giving nature a helping hand
This year we have 
changed the way we 
maintain some of our 
public open spaces.

As part of our 
commitment to tackling 
climate change, we are 
now encouraging more 
native wildlife and plants 
to grow, which means 
that we are moving away 
from more intensive 
maintenance of some of 
our public open spaces 
to allow them to become 
more natural. Hopefully 
more daisies, dandelions 
and buttercups will be on 
show than ever before!

In certain areas of larger 
grass verges and grassed 
areas we will, in future, 
mow just a one-metre 
strip along the side of the 
footpath, allowing the rest 
of the grass to become 
naturalised. This will allow 
native plants to grow, 
offering an important 
refuge for pollinators, 
providing food sources and 
a green corridor for them 
to move around. Some 
areas in our parks will also 
become more natural.

As chemical herbicides 
can be damaging to native 
species, we have also 

stopped controlling weed 
growth in planted areas, 
creating a haven for the sort 
of wildlife that thrives on 
our naturally growing plants.  

These changes will also cut 
our carbon emissions by 
reducing vehicle journeys 
and the use of mowing 
equipment. 



Rushmoor celebrates!

Celebrations all the way!
What a special start to the summer with The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations and 
Victoria Day back in 
all its splendour!

07

We thought we’d 
share some of our 
highlights from both 
events. We enjoyed 
them and hope you 
did too.

Images courtesy of Shaun 
Jackson Photography and 
Rushmoor Borough Council

VictVictoriaoria  
DaDayy

Jubilee 
celebrations



www.rushmoor.gov.uk

Your councillors 09

 LEADER OF THE COUNCIL
David Clifford
Tel: 07802 958 020
Email: david.clifford@ 
rushmoor.gov.uk

Your councillors08

MANOR PARK WARD

Peter Crerar
Tel: 01252 322 213
Email: peter.crerar@
rushmoor.gov.uk

Peace Essien Igodifo
Tel: 07882 012 945
Email: peace.igodifo@
rushmoor.gov.uk

David Clifford
Tel: 07802 958 020
Email: david.clifford@ 
rushmoor.gov.uk

ALDERSHOT PARK WARD
Jules Crossley
Tel: 07951 050 752
Email: jules.crossley@
rushmoor.gov.uk

Mike Roberts
Tel: 01252 345 737
Email: mike.roberts@ 
rushmoor.gov.uk

Sophie Porter
Tel: 07852 436 737
Email: sophie.porter@ 
rushmoor.gov.uk

NORTH TOWN WARD

Keith Dibble
Tel: 01252 329 831
Email: keith.dibble@
rushmoor.gov.uk

Sarah Spall
Tel: 07934 456 827
Email: sarah.spall@ 
rushmoor.gov.uk

Gaynor Austin
Tel: 07707 125 801
Email: gaynor.austin@ 
rushmoor.gov.uk

WEST HEATH WARD
Ade Adeola
Tel: 07466 982 041
Email: ade.adeola@
rushmoor.gov.uk

Michael Hope
Tel: 07788 120 325
Email: michael.hope@
rushmoor.gov.uk

Lee Jeffers
Tel: 07519 037 629
Email: lee.jeffers@ 
rushmoor.gov.uk

COVE & SOUTHWOOD WARD
Sue Carter
Mobile: 07958 240 733
Email: sue.carter@ 
rushmoor.gov.uk

Martin Tennant
Tel: 07778 594 821
Email: martin.tennant@ 
rushmoor.gov.uk

Steve Masterson
Tel: 01252 514 434
Email: stephen.masterson
@rushmoor.gov.uk

EMPRESS WARD
Marina Munro
Tel: 07474 031 897
Email: marina.munro@ 
rushmoor.gov.uk

Mike Smith
Tel: 01252 542 250
Email: mike.smith@
rushmoor.gov.uk

Adrian Newell
Mobile: 07368 893 440
Email: adrian.newell@ 
rushmoor.gov.uk

FERNHILL WARD

John Marsh
Tel: 01252 545 341
Email: john.marsh@ 
rushmoor.gov.uk

Akmal Gani
Tel: 07791 279 378
Email: akmal.gani@
rushmoor.gov.uk

Jessica Auton
Tel: 07793 226 975
Email: jessica.auton@ 
rushmoor.gov.uk

KNELLWOOD WARD
Mara Makunura
Tel: 07799 765 655
Email: mara.makunura@ 
rushmoor.gov.uk

Paul Taylor
Tel: 07887 561 298
Email: paul.taylor@ 
rushmoor.gov.uk

Calum Stewart
Tel: 07527 583 523
Email: calum.stewart@ 
rushmoor.gov.uk

ST MARK'S WARD

Craig Card
Tel: 07779 718 395
Email: craig.card@
rushmoor.gov.uk

Diane Bedford
Tel: 01252 654 822
Email: diane.bedford@
rushmoor.gov.uk

Thomas Mitchell
Email: thomas.mitchell@ 
rushmoor.gov.uk

ST JOHN'S WARD
Jonathan Canty
Tel: 07943 857 177
Email: jonathan.canty@ 
rushmoor.gov.uk

Jacqui Vosper
Tel: 07771 261 984
Email: jacqui.vosper@ 
rushmoor.gov.uk

Peter Cullum
Tel: 07501 581 995
Email: peter.cullum@ 
rushmoor.gov.uk

WELLINGTON WARD
Jib Belbase
Tel: 07900 905 379
Email: jib.belbase@ 
rushmoor.gov.uk

Nadia Martin
Tel: 07368 203 068
Email: nadia.martin@ 
rushmoor.gov.uk

Prabesh KC
Tel: 07889 306 179
Email: prabesh.kc@ 
rushmoor.gov.uk

@RushmoorCouncilRushmoor Borough Council

FERNHILL
CHERRYWOOD
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EMPRESS
ST JOHN’S

ST MARK’S

COVE & SOUTHWOOD

WELLINGTON

ROWHILL

ALDERSHOT
PARK

NORTH
TOWN

MANOR
PARK

KNELLWOOD

KEY
             Conservative                           Labour                                Liberal Democrat

ROWHILL WARD

Maurice Sheehan
Tel: 07710 444 322
Email: maurice.sheehan@
rushmoor.gov.uk

Stuart Trussler
Tel: 07786 398 411
Email: stuart.trussler@
rushmoor.gov.uk

Charles Choudhary
Tel: 01252 316 015
Email: charles.choudhary
@rushmoor.gov.uk

CHERRYWOOD WARD

Nem Thapa
Tel: 07809 430 725
Email: nem.thapa@ 
rushmoor.gov.uk

Christine Guinness
Tel: 07759 812 751
Email: christine.guinness
@rushmoor.gov.uk

Clive Grattan
Tel: 07510 524 074
Email: clive.grattan@
rushmoor.gov.uk

RUSHMOOR
WARD BOUNDARIES

To check which ward you are in, visit
www.rushmoor.gov.uk/wards
or call 01252 398 824
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 JULY

Cabinet
Policy and Project Advisory 
Board
Development Management 
Committee 
Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee 
Corporate Governance, Audit 
and Standards Committee 
Council

AUGUST

Cabinet 
Development Management 
Committee

5
13

20

21

26

28

9
17

SEPTEMBER

Cabinet
Development Management 
Committee
Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee
Policy and Project Advisory 
Board

13
14

15

21

Most meetings start 
at 7pm. For more 
information, visit 
www.rushmoor.gov.uk/
meetingscalendar or 
call Kathy Godden on 
01252 398 829.

timetable

 THE MAYOR
John Marsh
Tel: 01252 545 341
Email: john.marsh@ 
rushmoor.gov.uk

 THE DEPUTY MAYOR
Clive Grattan
Tel: 07510 524 074
Email: clive.grattan@
rushmoor.gov.uk

Local elections
Local elections took place last month in Rushmoor. You can see the full 
election results on our website, www.rushmoor.gov.uk/elections2022

Electoral registration – is it a match?
Keep a close eye on your post 
and emails this summer as we 
ask you to check if your details 
on the electoral register are 
correct and who is eligible to 
vote.

By comparing data we already hold 
against council tax records, and 
the DWP, we know in advance if 
everything matches. 

If it does, and we have your email 
address, we’ll be in touch asking 
you to confirm everything. If we 
don’t have your email address, or 
we didn’t get a reply, we’ll send you 

a letter to confirm that everything 
matches, and that you don’t need 
to do anything, unless you need to 
make changes. 

We’ll also send you a letter if there 
isn’t a full match for your household, 
asking you to confirm who’s eligible 
to vote at your home. 

For more details, visit 
www.rushmoor.gov.uk/
elections, email elections@
rushmoor.gov.uk or call 
01252 398 824.
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Cleo takes action against litterCleo takes action against litter

Clearing the streets of litter
is not usually an activity 
five-year-olds become
involved with.

But little Cleo Hall is not a usual 
five-year-old!

For Cleo and her mum Becci 

became tired of seeing litter that 
people had either dropped or 
thrown from their cars in their local 
area in Aldershot and decided to act!

Becci said: “Cleo used to get quite 
upset at how people could just drop 
their litter, so I contacted our local 
ward councillor, Sophie Porter, and 
she arranged for us to receive our 
own litter-pickers. 

“Since then, Cleo and some of her 
friends have been out, tidying up 
the streets, and making it better for 
everyone to live here.”

The Park Primary School pupil is 
now inspiring others to take pride 
in their area, and she has received a 
card from The Mayor to thank her 
for her efforts. 

Becci said: “Cleo loves being 
outside, and playing with her friends, 
and this is an issue which she is 
extremely passionate about. I am 
very proud of her.”

The barbecue season 
is here, and the warm 
summer days and 
evenings are the perfect 
time to enjoy our 
gardens and balconies.

When you do eat outside 
with family and friends, 
don’t forget to put your 
food waste recycling caddy 
to good use.

Only cooking what you 
need is the best way to 
avoid waste, but your 
caddy is ready to be filled 
up with most of what’s left. 

All your food scraps and 
barbecue leftovers can go 
into your caddy. Whether 
it’s meat bones, sweetcorn 

Summer of recyclingSummer of recycling
cobs, stale burger buns or 
salad leftovers – it can all 
go in.

In this warmer weather, 
using a caddy liner helps to 
keep food wrapped up. You 
can buy these from most 
supermarkets for one or 
two pounds or you can also 
use any small plastic bag 
that you might be throwing 
away. Vegetable, bread, or 
salad bags work well and 
there’s no need for them 
to be biodegradable.

All the food waste that 
we collect from homes 
across Rushmoor is taken 
to a facility in Basingstoke 
where it is used to 
generate renewable energy.

Top tip!
Keeping your caddy 
clean is particularly 
important in the summer 
months to prevent 
smells. 

Lemon juice is a natural 

odour remover and 
added to hot water is 
an effective way to keep 
your caddy clean and 
smelling fresh. 

Don’t forget that your 
smaller kitchen caddy is 
also dishwasher safe.

To find out more about food waste recycling, go to www.rushmoor.gov.uk/foodwaste
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See you at the lido!
Cold-water swimming at 
Aldershot Lido is good for you! 

As our pool is open daily from 1 July, 
it’s a great time to try cold-water 
swimming, which can strengthen 
the immune system, reduce sore 
muscles, and help depression. 

Linda Robins, who organises the early 
morning lane swimming, said: “This is 
a wonderful time to join the growing 
number of outdoor swimmers, and 
Aldershot Lido provides a natural 
outdoor swim in a safe environment.”

As well as being good for you, the 
lido is also a lot of fun! 

And with a summer face-lift, 
including jet-washed flumes and 
newly-refurbished changing rooms,  
the pool and its grounds are looking 
at their best. 

Owned by us and operated by 
Places Leisure, the lido boasts three 
flumes, a diving platform, a paddling 
pool, sandpit and picnic area and is 
open from 10am to 6pm.

Following the success of online 
booking last year, you can book 
tickets in advance (book before 9am 
on the day of your visit) at www.
aldershotlido.co.uk. Tickets will 
also be available at the gate, but 
it’s better to book in advance for 
reduced-price tickets, fast-track 
entry, and to avoid queues and 
disappointment.

Online tickets are just £8 for adults, 
£5 for juniors and senior citizens, 
and £22 for a family ticket of four, 
with offers, such as half price entry 
after 3pm, season tickets and 
military personnel discount, also 
available. 

Councillor Maurice Sheehan, our 
cabinet member for operational 
services, said: “Whether you are a 
lane swimmer, a family or you just 
fancy a pool day, there is something 
for everyone.” 

For more details, including 
lane-swimming times, visit 
www.aldershotlido.co.uk
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Summer of fun

Events are back and 
there is so much 
happening over the 
summer to enjoy with 
family and friends.

Families will love Playfest 
on Saturday 30 July in 
Aldershot town centre, an 
action-packed day of free 

For details of all our events go to www.rushmoor.gov.uk/artsandevents

hands-on fun and games. 
Try messy science, wild 
crafts and circus skills. 

Our monthly Eco 
Explorers Club gives 
children the chance to 
discover more about our 
planet. Just pop into our 
town centres between 

10am and 2pm (on the first 
weekend of the month) on 
a Saturday in Aldershot and 
Sunday in Farnborough.

Princes Gardens will host 
a number of Summer 
Serenades in the 
Bandstand on Saturdays 
throughout July and August – 
bring a blanket and a picnic.

If you fancy a spot of 
shopping, head to the 
Farnborough Craft 
Fayre on Saturday 16 July 
and Saturday 20 August.

The perfect way to get 
outdoors and explore the 
area is to try one of the 
Aldershot heritage trails. 
Exploring historical sites, 
buildings and monuments, 
there’s a mobile app you 

can download and off 
you go! Look out for a 
Farnborough trail coming 
soon.

Aldershot’s answer to 
Glastonbury, the summer 
Westival is back at the West 
End Centre on Saturday 22 
and Sunday 23 July.

The two-day Picnic and 
Pop Family Festival 
takes place at Manor Park, 
Aldershot on Saturday 
30 and Sunday 31 July, 
featuring some of the UK’s 
best tribute acts. 

There’s plenty of fun all 
summer long at Alpine 
Snowsports in Aldershot, 
from children’s holiday 
camps to skiing lessons and 
family donuting sessions.

Volunteers at Tice's Meadow Nature Reserve 
will be holding their annual BioBlitz on Saturday 
2 July following a two-year break because of the 
pandemic – and everyone is invited!

The BioBlitz is a free, fun, family-friendly event, with 
activities including an all-day bird ringing demonstration, 
moth trap emptying (8am), small mammals walk (9am), 
reptiles walk (10.30am), clearwing moth walk (midday), 
butterfly walk (1.30pm), dragonfly walk (3pm) and bird 
watching walk (4.30pm). 

There will also be stalls from several local wildlife 
groups, and nature-based activities specifically for 
children are being planned. 

Rushmoor residents are invited to come and explore 
the nature reserve, take part in the activities, enjoy 
the wildlife, and meet the experts and volunteers. 

There will be signs to follow from each entrance at 
Tice's Meadow, but the closest one to the activities 
is behind Overton Close, Aldershot.

Events are weather dependent, so please check the 
Tice's Meadow social media channels or for updates 
on their website at www.ticesmeadow.org

Getting back to nature
Aldershot has been chosen as one of a select band 
of places in England to welcome the Birmingham 
2022 Queen’s Baton Relay in July.

The relay is travelling the length and breadth of 
England, carried by thousands of baton bearers, each 
with inspiring backgrounds, before the official opening 
ceremony for the Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth 
Games on 28 July. 

In Aldershot, it will set out from near the Fox Lines car 
park in Queens Avenue at 12.45pm on Wednesday 6 
July, making its way to Aldershot Military Stadium for a 
sports event involving hundreds of local schoolchildren. 

Everyone is invited to get involved with the celebrations by 
lining the route along the polo fields side of Queens Avenue.

“This will be an event that the schoolchildren and many 
of us will remember for the rest of our lives – it's a real 
honour for us to host the relay!" said Councillor Sue 
Carter, our cabinet member for democracy, strategy 
and partnerships.

Aldershot welcomes Queen’s Baton Relay

Find out more at 
www.birmingham2022.com/queens-baton-relay
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