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Making progress for you
by Cllr Gareth Williams, Leader of Rushmoor Borough Council

Welcome to the 
spring edition 
of Arena, with 
news from your 

council about local events and progress 
in delivering our key priorities. I’m 
pleased to report that we have restored 
the distribution of Arena magazine to 
four times a year this year, as many of 
you have told us how important it is as 
a source of news about your local area.  
We’ve got lots to tell you about what’s 
happening in Rushmoor, starting with 
our cover story.  

Bringing communities together is 
one of our top priorities so I am 
delighted that we have been chosen to 
host the Armed Forces Day National 
Event 2026, a first for Aldershot and 
Farnborough. With world tensions 
higher than many of us can remember, 
it is even more important this year to 
say thank you to the wonderful service 
men and women who are such an 
important part of our borough and 
contribute to the diverse mix of our 
community.

In other news, you can hear about how 
we are keeping our streets clean with 
the help of local community volunteers.  
This is the second time Rushmoor 
Binfluencers have taken part in the 
Great British Spring Clean, turn to page 
6 to see how you can help.

Our commitment to improving 
life in Rushmoor includes helping 
residents live more active, healthy 
lives. Swimming and exercise are two 
great ways to achieve that, so it’s great 
to see the new Farnborough leisure 
centre getting closer, with a new 
operator appointed and building work 
due to begin in the summer (page 9). 
We have also announced investments 
in upgrading playgrounds which are 
so vital to young children and their 
parents (p5).

One couple who have done more than 
most to help young people in our area 
get active are Colin and Bernie Wright, 
who have spent 50 years supporting 
women’s gymnastics including over 
25 years at the Rushmoor Gymnastics 
Academy.  Their story is celebrated on 
page 4.

We know it can sometimes be hard to 
find out about local events, so we have 
been working on a new online events 
calendar – watch out for more on this 
later in the year. Until then, you can 
find out more about events in the area 
in our What’s On feature on page 13.  
There’s something for everyone, so 
have a look and get involved!
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Well-deserved honour for gymnastics academy founders

Huge congratulations to the 
founders and directors of the 
Rushmoor Gymnastics Academy 
in Aldershot for being awarded an 
MBE for services to gymnastics in 
the New Year Honours List.

Colin Wright formed the Camberley 
Gymnastics Club in 1974, with Bernie 
joining him in 1976. When the 
Aldershot ice rink came up for tender, 
the couple submitted a bid and was 
successful.

With lots of voluntary help, the 

couple renovated 
the building in 
Pool Road, turning 
it into one of the finest 
gymnastics facilities in the country. It 
opened as the Rushmoor Gymnastics 
Academy in Aldershot on 22 July 
2000, with a major international 
event, Great Britain v Belarus, which 
was the final trial for the Olympic 
Games.

In founding the Rushmoor Gymnastics 
Academy, Colin and Bernie have 
created a much-loved and highly 

respected institution, which has 
brought huge enjoyment to so many 
people in our community.

For more than 50 years, their 
dedication to the development 
of women’s gymnastics has been 
extraordinary, and their commitment 
has shaped the lives of thousands of 
children in the borough. 

To mark the special occasion, our 
Leader, Councillor Gareth Williams 
and Managing Director Ian Harrison 
sent a letter of congratulations, 

offering the couple our warmest 
wishes on their richly deserved 

appointment as Members 
of the Order of the British 
Empire in the King’s New 
Year Honours.

Claire Wright, the couple’s 
daughter, said: “I couldn’t be 

prouder of my parents at this 
time. I have watched them work so 

hard over the years and it is so nice 
to see them celebrated. They are 
so passionate about the sport and 
about helping children reach their full 
potential, whether that is learning a 
forward roll or reaching the Olympic 
Games and I am so happy that they 
have been recognised in this way. This 
is a very special moment for them 
and we look forward to celebrating 
together as a club but also as a family.”

Use your vote on Thursday 7 May
Local elections are just around the corner, which 
means it is time for you to have your say on who 
represents you at Rushmoor Borough Council and 
Hampshire County Council. 

There are some key dates in the countdown to the 
elections and if you are registered to vote, pollcards will 
be delivered from 27 March to 6 April.

The deadline to register to vote is Monday 20 April.

If you are going to be away for the election or can’t get to a 
polling station, the deadline to apply for a postal vote is 5pm 

on Tuesday 21 April. These will be posted out from 23 April.

The deadline to apply for a proxy vote (when you 
nominate someone to vote on your behalf) is 5pm on 
Tuesday 28 April.

You will have until 10pm on Thursday 7 May for the 
return of your completed postal vote statement and 
ballot paper, or to vote in person at your polling station. 

For application forms, to check if you are registered to 
vote, and information about photo ID requirements, 
visit www.rushmoor.gov.uk/elections2026, email 
elections@rushmoor.gov.uk or call us on 01252 
398824.
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Looking ahead to our summer Looking ahead to our summer 
Armed Forces Day weekendArmed Forces Day weekend
We are thrilled 
that Aldershot and 
Farnborough have been 
chosen to host the 
prestigious Armed Forces 
Day National Event 2026 
over the weekend of 27 
and 28 June.

We will be organising a full 
programme of events and 
activities for the national 
celebrations, with support 
from the military, including 
a formal day on Saturday 
27 June featuring a military 
march along Queens Avenue, 
displays and a funfair.
 
The focus of the Saturday 
will be on recognising those 
with connections to our 
armed forces - from cadets 
to veterans. 

A community-focused 
day is planned for Sunday 
28 June, including sport 
competitions, cultural 
activities, entertainment, 
stalls, and food. 

   
In the meantime, you can 
get involved by sowing 
poppy seeds in your garden 
or nearby to create a 
carpet of poppies in time 
for Armed Forces Day 
weekend. Poppies self-
seed easily, so there will 
be poppies blooming from 
previous years, but it would 

be wonderful to add to 
them across Aldershot and 
Farnborough.

Whether you are a veteran, 
charity, performer, business 
or volunteer, we would like 
to hear your ideas about 
how you would like to be 
involved. 

 
Keep an eye on our Armed 
Forces Day page on our 
website, www.rushmoor.
gov.uk/armedforcesday, 
where you can fill in a form 
to register your interest 
in being involved, or you 
can email us at afd2026@
rushmoor.gov.uk. 

Child’s play
Outdoor play has so many benefits 
for children’s physical and mental 
health which is why we are taking 
action to upgrade some of our 
older playgrounds. 

Over the next two years, we will be 
investing £400,000 on renewing 
equipment in several play areas in 
Aldershot and Farnborough and we’ll 
keep you up to date on our progress 
in Arena.

Another way we are helping children 
to get active is through the ‘Balance, 
Glide and Ride’ programme. 

Thanks to a grant from Hampshire 
County Council, trained coaches are 
working with Rushmoor schools to 
teach their children under six how to 
ride a balance bike. Once the children 
develop their confidence and master 
the art of balance, they then progress 
to a pedal bike and learn how to ride 
independently, without stabilisers. 

The week-long course has been very 
well received, and children have 
enjoyed gaining a lifelong skill that 
helps them stay fit and physically 
active now and into adulthood. 

As part of the grant, five schools 
have received their own balance 
bikes, allowing future year groups to 

experience the joy of learning to ride.

To find out more look for Balance, Glide 
and Ride Rushmoor on Facebook.
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Join our Great British Spring Clean

Show your pride in 
Rushmoor and join 
friends, neighbours and 
the wider community for 
the Great British Spring 
Clean. 

Throughout March, the 
Rushmoor Binfluencers are 
hosting some organised 

litter picks in the area 
where you live, with plenty 
more coming up. Check 
the Rushmoor Binfluencers’ 
Facebook page for the dates 
and times of your local 
event. 

Volunteers will target known 
litter hot spots, and if 

enough people give just an 
hour of time, we can make a 
real difference. 

Together, let’s aim to beat 
the 248 sacks of rubbish 
collected during the 2025 
Great British Spring and give 
Rushmoor a fresh start for 
spring!

Who can take part
Anybody! Individuals, 
schools, businesses, and 
community groups can all 
get involved in supporting 
their community. Children 
are very welcome but must 
be accompanied by an adult.

What to expect
Each litter pick is led by a 
trained Binfluencer. 

Before you set off, you’ll 
receive a safety briefing and 
will be asked to sign in and out. 

All equipment will be 
provided.

Bespoke litter picks
As well as the community 
events, Rushmoor 
Binfluencers can organise 
a limited number of 
bespoke litter picks. If you 
would like to arrange a 
session tailored to your 
organisation, register 
your interest by emailing 
therushmoorbinfluencers@
outlook.com.

Let us take care of your garden waste
Sign up for our garden waste 
collection service and say goodbye 
to the messy job of loading up 
the car and taking a trip to the 
household waste recycling centre.  

As an added incentive, if you sign up 
before 31 March, you will pay £49 for 
the year and beat the price increase 
which comes in on 1 April. 

After you sign up, we will deliver a 
240-litre brown wheelie bin to your 
home – we recommend you clearly 
mark your bin with your house 
number and road name. 

You can fill your bin with grass cuttings, 

leaves, prunings, hedge trimmings and 
weeds. 

We’ll empty your bin every 
fortnight. On your collection day, 
please leave your bin on the edge 
of your property by 7am.

Garden waste will be taken 
to a composting centre near 
Basingstoke where it will be turned 
into the soil conditioner, Pro-Grow. 

To join the scheme, go to www.
rushmoor.gov.uk/gardenwaste 
or alternatively call our customer 
services team on 01252 398 399.
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Your council tax and where it goes

Alongside our ambitious delivery 
plan, which you can read about on 
the opposite page, we have set a 
balanced budget for the council 
that will take us through to 2027. 

The budget focuses on the things that 
we know are important to you and 
that allows us to continue to deliver 
good quality services. 

Overall, we provide more than 100 
local services, including collecting 
your rubbish and recycling, providing 
and maintaining parks and open 
spaces, play areas and leisure facilities, 
street cleaning, planning, housing, 
environmental health, town centres 
and events and community safety. 

We also deliver bigger projects, such 
as regeneration and the planned new 
leisure centre (p11) and initiatives to 
create pride in place, help residents 
to lead healthy and active lives and 
support business growth in our towns. 

This year’s budget also includes 
additional funding for a number of key 
areas, including money to refurbish some 
of our playgrounds, (p5), to improve the 
look and feel of our towns, for events 
and to bring people together, as well as 
for a new online what’s on calendar. 

Council tax makes up just 18% of the 
money we need to do these things; 

other sources include income from 
fees and charges and commercial 
investments, government grant and 
business rates. 

Of the council tax you pay, 11% goes 
to us, 73% to Hampshire County 
Council, 12% to the police and 4% 
to the fire and rescue service. 

This year, our share of your council 
tax will rise by 2.99%, or just over 
£7 for the average Band D taxpayer. 

Your annual council tax bill will be 
arriving very soon, but if you’d prefer 
to receive it by email, go to www.
rushmoor.gov.uk/ebilling to find out 
more and sign up. You’ll need your 
council tax billing number which is 
at the top of your bill. 

For more on council tax and help 
available to pay it, visit www.
rushmoor.gov.uk/counciltax 

No change to our community governance arrangements
Thank you to everyone that took 
part in our survey where we asked 
if you would like to see parish (or 
town) councils or neighbourhood 
area committees introduced when 
local government reorganisation 
changes move ahead.

We received 610 responses to our 
survey, and we also spoke to lots of 
you at our public drop-in sessions.

Many of you showed support for 
the idea of an additional tier of 
community governance in Rushmoor 
with 29.8% keen to see parish council 
introduced, 22% wanting to see 
neighbourhood area communities and 
18.5% feeling that they would like to 
see both considered. Another 21.1% 
did not support any changes and a 
further 8.5% were uncertain.

At a meeting of the council in January, 

members considered the results and 
a report on the findings. Given the 
relatively low response that we had 
to the survey, they agreed that no 
changes would be taken forward at 
this time and that when a new unitary 
council is created in the future, this 
could be considered again.

For further information about the 
review go to www.rushmoor.gov.uk/
communityreview
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Continuing to deliver what’s important to you

We’ve recently updated 
our Delivery Plan, which 
sets out our priorities for 
the next two years as well 
as the key projects and 
activities that will help 
deliver them.  

The plan has five key themes 
and builds on our successes 
over the last year. 

Skills, economy and 
regeneration
Last month, we launched the 
Aldershot and Farnborough 
Growth Partnership with our 
business and community 
partners.  We will be working 
together to shape the long-
term future of our towns, 
attracting investment and 
delivering training to help 
residents get well-paid jobs.

With developments such as 
Union Yard continuing to 
welcome new businesses 
in Aldershot and a new 
Loungers café-bar coming to 
Farnborough, our focus on 
regeneration will continue. 

Homes for all: quality 
living, affordable housing
We want to make sure that 
everyone has access to quality 
homes that are safe and 
affordable. We are working 
closely with local social 
housing providers, landlords 
and developers to improve 

the standards and are 
encouraging the development 
of new and affordable homes 
on previously developed land.

Community and wellbeing: 
active lives, healthier and 
stronger communities
We know how important 
a new leisure centre in 
Farnborough is to you and 
as Arena went to print, we 
were busy preparing for the 
planning application to be 
considered (p11).

We will deliver events 
that bring the community 
together, including hosting the 
Armed Forces Day National 
Event 2026, which will be a 
moment of immense pride for 
our borough (p5).

Pride in place: clean, 
safe and vibrant 
neighbourhoods
We’ll be increasing our 
efforts to tackle fly-tipping, 
environmental crime and 
antisocial behaviour and 
growing our team of place 
protection officers. 

We’ll also focus on 
refurbishing our playgrounds 
for families and children (p5).

The future and financial 
sustainability
We have set out a new 
budget, which makes sure that 

our services and activities are 
affordable and of good quality.

As we look to the future, we, 
along with other councils in 
Hampshire, will continue to 
prepare for the new unitary 
councils due to come into 

effect from April 2028 (see 
below).

Find out more about our 
priorities for Rushmoor and 
read our quarterly updates 
at www.rushmoor.gov.
uk/deliveryplan2026

Preparing for major changes 
to local councils 
As you’ll know, local councils are set to change 
from April 2028, and this will affect how your 
services are provided. 

The changes, the biggest for 50 years, mean that 
instead of two councils delivering your services 
locally – Hampshire County Council and us, there 
will just be one unitary council covering a wider area 
than just Aldershot and Farnborough. 

As Arena went to print, we were expecting an 
announcement from the government on what its 
final decision would be for Hampshire and the Isle 
of Wight. 

During this time, we have been working closely 
with council colleagues across Hampshire on how 
the new arrangements could operate, including 
opportunities to improve future services.  

In May 2027, you’ll see elections for a ‘shadow’ 
council and these councillors will decide how the 
new council will run from 1 April 2028. 

We will keep you updated on these important changes, 
but you also check on our website, www.rushmoor.
gov.uk/localgovernmentreorganisation and on our 
social media accounts. 
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Our beautifully refurbished 
Aldershot crematorium

We were delighted to officially 
reopen Aldershot Crematorium 
at the end of the year and to 
welcome visitors back.

All funeral services are now taking 
place in our refurbished chapel, which 
can comfortably seat 100 mourners 
and has new picture windows which 
look across the memorial gardens.

The entire crematorium building has been 
fully modernised, and a covered entrance 
leads into the waiting room where 
mourners can gather before a service.

There are accessible toilets inside the 
building and outside for visitors to 
the grounds, along with some new 
internal features to help services run 
smoothly. One such feature is a semi-
transparent voile curtain that can be 
closed at the commital part of the 
funeral service, allowing the coffin to 
be partially visible through the sheer 
fabric if desired. Television screens in 
the foyer and waiting room, also help 
to accommodate larger services. 

As always, our experienced bereavement 
services team is here to welcome 

you and help with any 
enquiries about services and 
memorials. Our new family 
room also offers a private 
space to meet with the team.

We’d also like to thank 
everyone who spent time 
with us over the festive 
season. There were more 
than 2,000 heartfelt messages 
left to loved ones on our 
memorial Christmas tree.

For more information, please 
go to www.rushmoor.gov.uk/
crematorium, you can also now find 
Aldershot Crematorium on Facebook.

Open your home and change a life
Right now, in Rushmoor, 
there are young people 
who need a safe and 
stable home where they 
can feel supported during 
key turning points in 
their lives. 

If you are patient, kind and 
willing to care for a young 
person who is leaving care, 

or a teenager who needs 
the stability of a family 
home while they find their 
way, Aldershot based charity 
Step by Step would love to 
hear from you. 

Step by Step supports 
people to open their 
home to a young person 
who needs a trusted and 

steady presence in their life. 
Placements are carefully 
matched and by fostering 
or offering supported 
lodgings you will help a 
young person work towards 
independence, learn 
confidence and believe in 
themself. 

You will receive training, 

professional guidance and 
financial help and will never 
be on your own. 

See if this is right for you, 
either now or in the future, 
by having a conversation 
with the Step by Step team. 
Visit www.stepbystep.
org.uk/open-your-home 
for contact details.
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Farnborough leisure centre Farnborough leisure centre 
project springs into actionproject springs into action
As Arena went to print, we 
were busy preparing for the 
Farnborough leisure centre 
planning application to be 
considered by our Development 
Management Committee. 

Following engagement on the 
planning application, we are pleased to 
let you know that we have been able 
to include additional multi-use studio 
space in the building as part of the 
design. This means we will have a large 
studio that can accommodate up to 30 
people and a second studio suitable 
for up to 20 people. 

Last month, our Cabinet gave its 
approval to appoint Everyone Active as 

the council’s new 
leisure operator.  

Everyone Active 
is the longest-
established leisure 
contractor in the 
UK, having been 
set up in 1987, 
and already works 
with more than 65 
local authorities 
managing more 
than 230 leisure 
and cultural centres across the UK.  

The company will run our existing 
leisure facilities in Aldershot – the 
pools, lido and ski centre – before 
taking on the Farnborough Leisure 
Centre once open, (subject to planning 
permission and final costings). Look 
out for more information in our 
summer edition.  

The centre is set to include a 25-metre 
swimming and 10-metre learner pool 
(with moveable floor) along with a 
100+ fitness station gym, studio space, 
a spin studio, soft play and a café.  

To allow building work to begin in 
the summer, you can expect to see 

the closure of the Queensmead car 
park towards the end of June and for 
our development hoardings to go up 
around the site.  

The Meads multi-storey car park will 
be available as the main town centre 
car park during the work.  

You can keep up to date with our 
latest news as the project progresses 
by looking for Rushmoor Borough 
Council on social media or signing up 
to our email newsletter at 
www.rushmoor.gov.uk/councilnews 

For further information about the 
project, go to www.rushmoor.gov.
uk/farnboroughleisurecentre

Taking steps to living wellTaking steps to living well
If you are ready to make a positive 
change to your health and 
wellbeing, Rushmoor is the place 
to be, with some fantastic free 
opportunities that you can use. 

With the better weather on the way, 
we’ve got lots of parks and open spaces 
to enjoy; plus our tennis courts at 
Manor Park, Aldershot, and Cove Green 
and Rectory Road, Farnborough are 
free to book - visit www.rushmoor.
gov.uk/tennis for more details.

Get active outdoors and try the free 
Scanfit Trail starting at the Wellington 
Statue in Aldershot. Scan the QR 

codes on the noticeboards and follow 
the trail. 

Like to walk with others? Rushmoor 
Voluntary Services runs several free 
weekly wellbeing walks in Aldershot 
and Farnborough. Find out more at 
www.rvs.org.uk or call  01252 398 
450. 

Exercise can benefit your mental 
health and for those experiencing 
issues, there are free stretch and 
relax classes on Wednesdays, from 
1.15pm to 2.15pm, at Love Your Studio, 
Kingsmead, Farnborough and tennis 
sessions at the Farnborough Lawn 
Tennis Club on Fridays from 3pm 
to 4pm. Find out more at www.
sportinmind.org 

Want help to quit smoking or vaping? 
The free Stop Smoking programme’s 
tailored support means you’re three 
times more likely to stop successfully. 
Email classes@rhl.org.uk to find out 
more. 
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Meet the makers

Discover exciting local creative 
talent and source unique gifts at 
our popular craft fayres.  

Farnborough Craft Fayre is on the first 
Saturday of the month from 9am to 
4pm in Queensmead and the Aldershot 
Craft Fayre will be back on 21 March 

from 10am to 3pm in Union Street.  
 
Both fayres showcase handmade crafts 
including jewellery, textiles, resin and 
glass art, macramé, crochet, cards, 
artwork, home décor and unique gifts. 
Come along and treat yourself to 
something unique! 
 
Budding entrepreneurs aged 7-17 will 
also be selling their wares at a one-
day market on Saturday 28 March in 
Queensmead, Farnborough from 9.30am 
to 2pm, organised by the Young Business 
Showcase. Young people interested in 
joining the summer market on 25 July 
can find out how to apply at https://
youngbusinessshowcase.co.uk

Union Yard events
One year after opening, Union 
Yard in Aldershot is a growing 
community of businesses and 
creative pop-ups.  

There are also regular events now 
taking place, so if you haven’t 
visited then why not take a look. 

Saturday 21 March – spring 
festival with accessible 
movement and circus-based 
activities for all ages 

Saturday 28 March – Mad 
Hatter’s tea party as part of the 
town centre Easter events 

Saturday 25 April – plant-based 
market

Monday 25 May – Africa Day 
fashion show – see article 

Hop into town for free Easter events
This Easter, join the magical white hare for craft events and story trails in 
Aldershot town centre on 28 March and Farnborough town centre on 29 
March, from 10am to 3pm. See www.rushmoor.gov.uk/easter for details.

Saddle up for the Donkey Derby! 
The annual Donkey Derby returns on Monday 25 May from midday 
to 5pm at King George V Playing Fields in Farnborough. Cheer on 
the donkeys and their young riders as they race for the finish line.  
 
There’s plenty happening throughout the afternoon, including over 
50 stalls, a fun fair, live music, a dog show and the chance to meet 
animals from Millers Ark.  

For more information, search for Farnborough Donkey Derby online.  

St George’s Day flag-raising
Join us for the St George’s Day flag-raising on Monday 23 April 
at 10am at Princes Gardens, Aldershot – all are welcome.

Celebrating Africa Day
On Monday 25 May, Africa Day celebrations 
will combine with the Makers’ Yard fashion 
show at Union Yard from 11am to 6pm. Enjoy 
a wonderful day of live music, cultural food 
and drinks, and fashion inspired by Africa 
and the Caribbean. Come along and support 
local makers, designers, and performers.  

If you would like to get involved as 
a stallholder or performer, contact 
Mara on 07799 765655 or email 
rushmoorculturaldayevent@gmail.com 
for more information.

Find a new interest
If you are looking for a new interest to fill your free 
time, come along to Princes Mead on 16 and 17 April 
to learn more about what Farnborough & District u3a 
can offer.  
 
Members will be in hand to give more details on the 
many subject groups available, including artwork, 
books, cathedrals, chess, military history, gym, 
card-making, writing, play reading, writing and 
entertaining, singing for fun and ukulele. Find out 
more at farnborough.u3asite.uk. 

A business networking event not to be missed
The Farnborough Business Expo on 15 April from 10am to 
2pm at The Village Hotel brings together exhibitors, free 
seminars and workshops.  

Drop by and chat to our economy and growth team to find 
out about the free advice and support services available to 
help local business to grow. 

Visit www.b2bexpos.co.uk for your free ticket. 

For details of these and other local events, see the what’s on 
calendar on our website, www.rushmoor.gov.uk/whatson



If you need treatment for any of the 
following conditions, we are here to help:

► Callus
► Corns
► Cracked Heels
► Fungal infections
► Ingrowing Toenails
► Toenail Trimming/Filing
► Thickened Nails
► Verrucas

Treatment in the comfort of your own home... 
Quality professional foot health service in and 

around Aldershot and Farnborough.

Get in touch for more information or to arrange a booking.

Contact Adanna on: 
t: 07548 642558  

e: adannat.fhp@gmail.com

Member of The British Association of Foot Health Professional
Fully insured.

care at Harlow Hall

Luxury Discover our beautiful purpose-built home, offering  
66 en-suite bedrooms, elegant lounges, stylish dining, a 
cinema, café, bar area and a dedicated salon. Step outside 
to charming, landscaped gardens for a sense of tranquillity.

Providing residential, dementia and day care

welcoming 
new 

residents

Call us today to arrange a tour 0800 324 7916
Scan the QR code or visit hartfordcare.co.uk/harlow-hall

Harlow Hall Care Home, 1 Ordnance Road, Aldershot, GU11 1TW








