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We’ve come such a 
long way in recent 
times, both as a 
community and as 

a nation, and as we enter spring, fresh and 
exciting times lie ahead – and a right royal 
celebration!

Society is up and running after two years of 
a pandemic that has seen everyone making 
huge sacrifices.

But with life now very much back to 
normal, it’s appropriate we look forward
to celebrating as a nation - and what
better way to do that than by marking
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in June.

A number of events are already being 
organised, including a big jubilee lunch, 
beacon lighting and a torchlight procession. 
And it’s good to see Victoria Day is back! 
All the info, including advice on how to 
organise your own street party, is on page 11. 

Our regeneration work continues apace 
and so much is happening! Building work 
has begun at Union Yard in Aldershot, and 
demolition work is progressing well as 
the civic quarter in Farnborough begins to 
take shape. Work on The Galleries has also 
started (P.4).

Away from our town centres, it’s great to 
hear that the new Southwood Country Park 
visitor centre and café will be open for us 
all to enjoy by the end of the summer. 
This is such an exciting project, and I can’t 

wait to start going for long walks through 
this lovely park. We have so much planned 
for the future and it will be a brilliant facility 
for the whole family once it is finished.
Best of all, you helped us to shape it! (P.7) 

We’re coming up to six months of our 
new food waste recycling service and we 
are now beginning the second stage of the 
rollout, which will see the service expanded 
to homes with shared rubbish and recycling 
bins (P.5).

You have all done such an amazing job since 
we introduced this service last October, 
and the figures speak for themselves.
Our overall recycling rate has increased 
and you are throwing away less rubbish,
and recycling more. 

With spring now upon us, it’s perhaps 
time to start getting active and enjoying 
our beautiful parks and local countryside 
whether it’s walking or cycling like Sindhu 
(P.8) or, for the younger ones, why not try 
out the new Blunden Park in Farnborough 
or explore some of our other lovely 
playgrounds (P.9).

We’re proud to be one of six other councils 
who joined forces to buy Tice’s Meadow 
to protect it for future generations. I would 
encourage you all to explore this beautiful, 
150-acre nature reserve that’s right on our 
doorstep (P.9).

Spring and the whole world 
is changing
by Cllr David Clifford, Leader of Rushmoor Borough Council
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News04

The good news is that we have been 
able to remove successfully the set 
of 16 intricate mosaic murals which 
were formerly on the side of the old 
Farnborough Leisure Centre.  

regeneration scheme, playing an important 
role in making sure the new buildings in the 
area support a more sustainable future.

We are continuing to work on the 
approach, costs and early designs for a 
replacement centre, with our Cabinet set
to consider design options later this year. 

Meanwhile, we expect the outline planning 
application for the civic quarter to be 
submitted this month, providing the basis for 
further detailed planning applications going 
forward related to each development plot.

The plans, drawn up by the Rushmoor 
Development Partnership (RDP), 

For more information, please see www.
rushmoordevelopmentpartnership.
com/civic-quarter

were finalised after a number of public 
consultations, including pre-submission 
engagement in September. 

They are expected to include proposals for a 
new leisure centre and civic hub, including the 
opportunity for a new library, healthcare space 
and office space for the council, new homes, 
a hotel, retail space, a replacement skate park 
and a high-quality central park which will offer 
a range of events all year round.

Civic quarter plans take shape

As we head into spring, the 
importance of protecting 
our mental health through 
reconnecting with nature 
becomes even clearer.

For those who have served in our 
armed forces, the strain on mental 
health may have been profound.

To combat this, a group from 
the armed forces and civilian 
communities is creating a 
resilience garden at Aldershot 
Military Museum, which is run 
by Hampshire Cultural Trust.

The resilience garden project 
began last year, engaging 
people recovering from mental 
health illnesses to design and 
create a community garden, 
promoting wellbeing and 
bringing communities together. 
Those taking part attend weekly 
sessions designed to develop 
trust, as well as learn new skills.

Now, the scheme will benefit from
a new greenhouse, funded by 
our ward grant scheme, which 

supports projects that benefit 
local communities. 

Among those taking part are Pete, 
a former soldier, and Daniel, a 
civilian volunteer from Aldershot.

Pete said: “The garden project has 
helped me so much with my PTSD 
(post-traumatic stress disorder) - 
this is about giving something back 

to the community.”

Daniel added: “The gardening 
helps keep me calm and 
relaxed. I am thankful as I will 
get to see the end results and 
that is a very special thing.
I will treasure the memories.” 

Work is also under way to build 
a mosaic in the garden. 

Green shoots of recovery in new resilience garden

If you are interested in joining or want to learn more, 
contact aldershot@hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk

If you have been into 
Aldershot town centre 
recently, you will have 
seen scaffolding across the 
link bridge in Wellington 
Street to allow for its safe 
removal. Contractors 
have also been stripping 
out the interior of the 
former shopping centre. 

Once the bridge is gone, 
it will open up the views 
between the High Street and 
Victoria Road once more. 
Then the team will move 
on to the shopping centre 
side to start the next phase 
of work. The Galleries is 
privately owned by the 
Shaviram Group, which will 
be redeveloping the site in
phases to provide new homes,
shops and commercial space, 
a new public car park and a 
town square. 

We have agreed that the 
High Street multi-storey car 
park can be included in the 
redevelopment on the basis 
that a replacement car park 
is provided as part of the 
scheme.  

To find out more go to 
www.rushmoor.gov.uk/
aldershotregeneration

Demolition work 
begins on the 

Galleries

Originally designed by local children in 
the 1990s, the 16 murals depict progress, 
people and places of local interest. We are
now looking at options for them to be re-sited
elsewhere in Farnborough.

Demolition work on the leisure centre 
started in December and any crushed 
demolition material will remain on site, 
ready for re-use across the wider 

Left to right: Pete, Pete, Lindsey, Daniel
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Thanks to your efforts, we 
are already recycling more in 
2022 - and the year has only 
just begun! 

Every time you fill your food 
waste caddy with scraps, 
vegetable peelings and tea bags, 
you are being kinder to the 
environment and helping us to
turn that waste into green energy. 

We are already starting to 
see the positive impact on 
our recycling rates of the bin 
changes we introduced in the 
autumn, which included the new 
weekly food waste collections.

This time last year, we were 
able to recycle 32% of everything
collected from homes across 
Rushmoor for recycling, but 
since we introduced food waste 
collections, we have seen the 
recycling rate increase - to 42% 
in December - thanks to you!

Up to the end of January, we 
had collected 919 tonnes of food 
waste which is enough to power 
99 homes for a year or to boil a 
staggering 366,135 kettles!

We have also seen a reduction 
in the amount of rubbish in our 
green bins and an increase in 
the amount of recycling in our 
blue bins.

We still have some way to go to 
reduce our waste and recycle 
more, but we would like to 
thank everyone for embracing 
this big change and in doing 
so, reducing our impact on the 
environment.

If you haven’t got started with 
food waste collections yet, it’s 
never too later to start! 

We are now focusing our efforts 
on phase two of the project 
and starting to bring food waste 
recycling to homes with shared 
rubbish and recycling bins.
We have started visiting homes 
to find out which type of food 
waste container will work 
where you live and when it’s 
your turn, you will receive a 

letter and a leaflet from us. It 
is likely to take several months 
to get around to everyone, so 
please bear with us.

Don’t forget to look out for 
one of our special golden 
tickets inside your kitchen 
caddy when we deliver it, with 
some fantastic prizes to be 
won!

We are recycling more in Rushmoor!  

Some of you have been 
asking us what to do 
when you run out of the 
food waste caddy liners. 

It's okay to use any small 
plastic bag that you have 
at home - salad or bread 
bags work well, as do 
newspapers. 

Most supermarkets also 
offer rolls of 12-litre 
liners, which also work 
well (they don't need to 
be biodegradable) and 
you can get a roll of 50 
for one or two pounds.

Top tip!

If you have any questions 
along the way, get in 
touch with us by emailing 
customerservices@
rushmoor.gov.uk, calling 
us on 01252 398 164 or 
going to www.rushmoor.
gov.uk/foodwaste

With spring here and warmer
days on the way, it’s time 
to spruce up your garden. 
It’s also a great time to 
think about signing up for 
our garden waste recycling 
service.

For just £43* a year, we’ll give 
you a large 240-litre wheelie 
bin that we’ll empty once a 
fortnight on the opposite week 
to your recycling. You can use 
the bin to recycle everything 
from lawn clippings and cut 

flowers to tree and bush 
clippings, weeds, unwanted 
windfallen fruit and piles of dead 
leaves. *Sign up before 31 March 
and you’ll beat the price rise 
scheduled for 1 April!

This will not only save you a 
tedious trip to the tip but also 
cut local pollution, because you 
don’t have to use your car. Your 
garden waste gets recycled into 
soil conditioner and compost to 
re-sell to gardeners – so what’s 
not to like!

We collected 3,807 tonnes
of garden waste last year, so 
recycling garden waste is the 
right choice for you and the 
environment.

You can also buy single-use 
sacks to use as you need them.  

Spring into summer with
our garden waste service! 

Sign up now at www.
rushmoor.gov.uk/
joingardenwaste

Our bin crews will 
be working as usual 
during the Easter, 
May and June bank 
holidays - so there 
will be no changes to 
your usual recycling, 
rubbish, and food 
waste collection days.

This means if we 
normally empty your 
bin on a Friday, we’ll 
still empty it on Good 
Friday, 15 April, and if 
Monday is your normal 
collection day, it’ll be 
Easter Monday, 18 April. 
The same goes for the 
three bank holidays on 
2 May and The Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee bank 
holidays on 2 and 3 June.

Business as
usual for bank 
holiday bins

If you need a 
reminder of your bin 
collection days, visit 
www.rushmoor.gov.
uk/inmyarea
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Council tax bills are hitting 
doormats in Aldershot and 
Farnborough this month.

We collect this tax on behalf of 
Hampshire County Council, the 
Police and Crime Commissioner 
for Hampshire and Hampshire 
Fire and Rescue Authority. 

We keep just 12 per cent of the 
bill to help fund our services.  
This year, our share of the 
council tax, based on a Band D 
property will increase by £5.

Direct debit is the easiest way 
for you to pay and you can pick 
a payment date that suits you.
To set up a direct debit, go to
www.rushmoor.gov.uk/
paycounciltax or call 
01252 398 373.

If you don't want to receive a 
paper bill, you can sign up for our 
e-billing service for future years. 
You'll need to create an online 
account first at www.rushmoor.
gov.uk/counciltaxaccount

The government recently 
announced a council tax rebate 
to help with energy bills for 
people living in homes in bands 
A to D. If you are eligible, you 
will find more details about this 
with your bill.

If you are struggling to pay 
your council tax and other bills, 

How your council tax makes a differenceHow your council tax makes a difference
please get in touch with us, as 
you may be able to get help. 
You can call 01252 398 913 
or email localtax@rushmoor.
gov.uk.

Citizens Advice also has some 
helpful information on dealing 
with debt and money issues at 
citizensadvice.org.uk (also see 
page 7).

With your money, we provide 
more than 100 different local 
services.

In the last year, when we have
continued to feel the effects of the 
pandemic, we have supported the 
NHS vaccination programme and 
helped businesses with grants and 
support as they begin to recover. 
We supported our residents 
and communities through this 
time, including the launch of the 
Rushmoor online job club and 
the opening of a community food 
store in Aldershot. 

For further information go 
to www.rushmoor.gov.
uk/counciltax

Preparations are well under way for 
our local elections on Thursday 5 May.

Look out for your poll cards, which we will 
be delivering from 25 March.  

If you would like to vote by post – and don’t

Get ready for election day 
already have a postal vote set up - you can 
apply by Tuesday 19 April. You can do this 
at www.rushmoor.gov.uk/postalvote or 
call our elections team on 01252 398 824.

A third of our councillors – one for each 
ward – will be up for election. You can 

If you are thinking about carrying out 
work to a tree on your land, it’s best
to contact us first to see if there are 
any legal restrictions.

Check before 
tackling that tree

The tree might be protected by a Tree 
Preservation Order (TPO) or in a 
conservation area and if so, carrying out
the work without our permission could lead 
to big fines – and if you haven’t checked
the tree surgeon’s credentials, you could
be the one who ends up paying! 

If you do get permission, always employ a 

For more information and to see which 
trees are protected, please go to www.
rushmoor.gov.uk/protectedtrees

For more details on elections
and voting, visit 
www.rushmoor.gov.uk/elections

check who your councillors are at 
www.rushmoor.gov.uk/inmyarea

We took steps to reduce 
our environmental impact by 
introducing weekly food waste 
recycling collections (see page 5).

We’ve also made huge progress 
towards the regeneration of 
our town centres with the start 
of construction at Union Yard 
in Aldershot and exciting plans 

professional tree surgeon and not casual 
house callers or leaflet droppers. You can
find a directory of professional tree 
surgeons at www.trees.org.uk.

for a leisure and civic hub in 
Farnborough beginning to take 
shape.



For more information, visit 
www.rushmoor.gov.uk/
meetingscalendar or call 
Kathy Flatt on 01252 398 829.
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Work has now begun on a new visitor 
centre and café at Southwood Country 
Park after residents helped us to 
finalise plans for developing the park.

Planning permission for the scheme was 
granted in December, along with £900,000 
of funding, after more than 500 of you 
took part in a public consultation to help 
us develop ideas for the visitor centre, café 
and park.

We have chosen a café operator and we
are working closely on the fit-out plans.

Fully accessible footpaths, which stretch for 
2.5km are now in place on the west side of 
the park along with footbridges. 

The new visitor centre and café, which 
will use much of the existing buildings at 
Southwood to minimise the carbon impact, 
should be open by the end of the summer.

Our future plans include additional paths
on the east side, a children's play area, 
a pond- dipping platform and possibly a 
fenced dog exercise area.  We have yet
to agree timescales, but we hope to have 
the play area built later this year, subject to 
planning permission.

Because the country park is designated as 
Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace 
(SANG), the visitor centre will be 
funded by developer contributions. 
These contributions will also pay for 
environmental improvements and ongoing 
management and maintenance of the park 
by our ranger.

For more information, please 
see www.rushmoor.gov.uk/
southwoodcountrypark

We will be receiving a return on our 
investment on the café through rent and 
a proportion of the income paid by the 
operator.

Councillor Martin Tennant, our Cabinet 
member for major projects and property, 
said: “I was delighted when planning 
permission was granted for the visitor 
centre and café at Southwood, and I’m 
excited to see that it is now on track to be 
open to the public later in the year. This is a 
fantastic, sustainable project that will bring 
so many benefits to residents across the 
borough.” 

Southwood Country Park’s new visitor centre
gets under way 

As energy prices rise and household 
budgets become tighter, help is
available if you are experiencing 
financial hardship.

If you’re struggling to afford your energy 
bills, contact Rushmoor Citizens Advice to
ask about energy vouchers. The vouchers 
are part of the government's Household 
Support Fund and you could be entitled to 
three £49 vouchers to help with you bills. 
Call 01252 513 051 or go to
www.citizensadvicerushmoor.org.uk.

It is also more important than ever to 
make sure our homes are energy efficient. 
Citizens Advice recommends using central 
heating effectively - a timer and thermostat 
used well can save around £70 a year. 

Help with your energy bills
Adding extra insulation or installing a better 
heating system can also save a lot. 

Other tips include turning off radiators and 
power in unused rooms, closing curtains 
to keep in heat, washing full loads at 30 
degrees, reducing tumble dryer use,
heating just the water you need in the 
kettle, and adding a shower water 
restrictor, which can reduce water and 
energy use by up to 50 per cent. 

More information to help with
energy issues is on the Citizens Advice 
Consumer Helpline on
0808 223 1133.
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As we get older, and especially when 
the weather is chilly, it can be a 
struggle to exercise outside, let alone 
learn a new life skill.

But one Aldershot woman in her 40s 
decided to “wheelie get active” and learnt 
to ride a bike for the first time. 

Keen walker Sindhu, who works in IT and 
has two daughters, has always enjoyed 
exploring close to home and abroad. 

She said: “I am lucky living in Aldershot 
because there are so many lovely places 
to walk. I have always seen people out on 
their bikes by the canals, and I thought: 
‘that’s something I’ll never be able to do’.”

Although her dad and brother tried to teach 
her to cycle when she was a child, Sindhu 
could not get the hang of it, and lost her 
confidence after a bad fall. 

Spotting an advert for Ride Rushmoor on 
our Facebook page, Sindhu emailed and 
arranged a few sessions with an instructor 
to learn the basics. Something finally 
clicked, Sindhu persevered with lessons, 
and bought a second-hand bike. Using the 
cycle path on her estate, she began going 
out for bike rides alone, and then started 
venturing further afield. 

Sindhu said: “It felt very freeing, being able to
get out on my bike. Cycling has helped my 
mood and helps me cope with work stress. 
Whenever I am stressed out, I know I can 
get out on my bike, and I will feel better.”

To find out more about cycling in 
Rushmoor, or to join a cycling club, 
www.rushmoor.gov.uk/getcycling

Sindhu shows it’s never 
too late to learn

Walking back to happiness, 
as the song goes, and there 
is a definite link between 
walking and improved mood.

There are beautiful woods and 
parks across Aldershot and 
Farnborough, as well as the 
Basingstoke Canal path, and 
spring is a perfect time to get
fit and enjoy nature. 

Whether meeting friends for 
exercise, making family memories, 
recharging your mental health, 
or seeking to get fitter, there is a 
wide choice of space to enjoy - 
and visiting them is free!

Rowhill Nature Reserve 
in Aldershot boasts shady 
woodland, with a signposted 
trail route through the woods, 
which can be hilly in places.
The reserve is also the source
of the River Blackwater.

Brickfields Country Park in 
Aldershot is one of the smallest 
country parks in the country at 
less than eight acres, and boasts 
a pond, a new reed bed and 
paths through the woods. 

Tice’s Meadow Nature Reserve 
is one of the best inland sites to 
watch birds in the south east. 
The reserve, on the southern 
outskirts of Aldershot, is a 
newly developed nature reserve 
(see opposite page). 

Wellesley Woodlands in 
Aldershot offers extensive 
woodlands with a network of 
routes. Previously a military 
training area, this fantastic green 
space has lots to explore, and 
boasts surfaced paths for all to 
enjoy. 

Southwood Woodland in 
Farnborough is an area of 80 
acres, which is popular with 
families, and great to walk and 

cycle through the trees and 
bluebells. Next door our newest 
country park, Southwood 
Country Park, is taking shape, 
offering a 57-hectare area of 
natural green space, connected 
by formal and informal paths 
(see page 7).

Farnborough’s Queen Elizabeth
Park is a 24-acre woodland 
park, full of mature trees, and 
a temporary pond, which is a 
haven for wildlife. Guided walks 
are also being planned.

Woodland walksWoodland walks

Find out more at www.
rushmoor.gov.uk/
outdoors

Try getting 
energised!
With the nation now 
slowly emerging from 
the pandemic, a charity 
is hoping to play a major 
role in getting us all 
active again.

Energise Me, a charity that 
champions physical activity 
across Hampshire, has 
developed an activity toolkit 
so you can discover activities 
in your neighbourhood.

The toolkit also covers 
getting active at home and 
work, fitness apps and being 
active with a health condition.

It’s never too late to start 
being more active and 
improving your health 
and happiness by moving 
more – just go to www.
energiseme.org/get-
active-toolkit to find out 
more.

For daily inspiration you can 
also follow Energise Me on 
Facebook or Twitter.
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Exploring Tice's Meadow 
Volunteers at Tice's Meadow 
Nature Reserve are inviting 
local people to visit the 
award-winning nature 
reserve on their doorstep – 
and maybe get involved in 
volunteering.

The 150-acre nature reserve lies 
to the south of Aldershot Park 
and has recently been bought by 
a number of councils, including 
Rushmoor Borough Council.

The mainly wetland site is a 
regionally-important wildlife 
haven, with 201 bird species 
recorded, and thriving dragonfly 
and butterfly populations.

Visitors can follow the 1.5 
mile-long self-guided 
biodiversity trail for a tour 
around site. 

The woodland feeding station 
and waterside hide offer close-
up views of the wildlife and 
children can enjoy looking for 
the brass rubbing plaques and 
woodland artwork.

The Tice's Meadow Bird Group 
is also inviting approaches from 

For more information 
about the nature reserve, 
including volunteering 
opportunities, please go to: 
www.ticesmeadow.org

with bird walks, bat walks, 
small mammal trapping, 
bird ringing, pond dipping, 
and more.

Tice's Meadow Bird Group 
Chairman, Richard Horton, said: 
“Now that the future of the 
nature reserve is secure, we are 
encouraging Rushmoor residents 
to visit Tice's Meadow. I’m sure 
they will enjoy the wildlife, the 
tranquility and natural beauty, 
and if they feel like giving 
something back, they can join 
in with our volunteer activities.”

Time to get out in the fresh air! 
With spring now here, what better 
time for youngsters to burn off a little 
energy in our beautiful parks – and 
there is now a new playground in 
Farnborough for them to explore!

Opened earlier this year, our Blunden Road 
playground has equipment for the most 
active child, whether they’re keen on sliding 
and climbing or enjoy swinging and spinning!

community groups and youth 
organisations in Aldershot and 
Farnborough for guided tours, 
activities, and volunteering. 
Volunteer work parties are
held once a month.

Volunteers will be holding a 
BioBlitz in the summer, 

The new playground was designed after 
input from children at Manor and Cove 
Junior schools. Manor Junior children also 
visited the site and produced their own 
designs as part of a year six geography and 
mathematics project.

Last year, we opened a new multi-use games 
area (MUGA), playground and BMX pump 
track at Moor Road in Farnborough, and in 
recent years we have built new play areas 
at Municipal Gardens and Manor Park in 
Aldershot.

We have dozens of parks and 
playgrounds in Aldershot and 
Farnborough for children to enjoy - 
you can find the full list at
www.rushmoor.gov.uk/parks

The playground, funded by £100,000 of 
developer contributions, is already proving 
very popular with children walking to and 
from school every day. The site is also next 
to Cove Brook, which is great for exploring, 
walking and cycling.

For more information go to
www.aldershotlido.co.uk

May opening for 
Aldershot Lido
We'll be busy filling up the pool and 
getting Aldershot Lido ready for the 
summer half-term holidays.
 
The lido will be open from Saturday 
28 May through to 5 June, then 
weekends only until 1 July, when it 
will be open every day for a summer 
of fun!





11Queen's Platinum Jubilee

Local celebrations for The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

Communities across Aldershot and 
Farnborough will come together this 
summer to celebrate The Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee.

A feast of events will mark this important 
event when Queen Elizabeth 11 will 
become the first British Monarch to
reach this historic milestone.

Although the actual 70th anniversary of her 
accession to the throne was on 6 February, 
celebrations will be held throughout the year, 
culminating in a four-day bank holiday weekend 
from Thursday 2 June to Sunday 5 June.

One of the highlights of the weekend 
will be a jubilee beacon lighting at the 
Wellington Statue, Aldershot on 2 June.
The beacon is one of more than 1,500 
being lit across the country and abroad
in recognition of The Queen’s long and 
selfless service. 

Plans are also under way for other exciting 
local events and community activities – 
keep an eye on our website or social media 
for more details nearer the time.

Following the success of the first Big Jubilee 
Lunch in 2012, The Big Lunch will bring the 

jubilee celebrations into the heart of our 
communities on 5 June, when neighbours are 
encouraged to celebrate their connections 
and share friendship, food, and fun. 

As part of The Queen’s Green Canopy 
UK-wide tree planting initiative, we will 
be planting 70 native trees in both Manor 
Park, Aldershot and Queen Elizabeth Park, 
Farnborough. 

In Aldershot, there will also be celebrations 
on Saturday 11 June with the return of 
Victoria Day – the biggest event in our 
calendar, marking Aldershot's close ties with 
Queen Victoria. Every year, we work with 
the residents of the Aldershot Community 
Together group to organise the day, which 
promises to be full of fun. 

So, whether you are organising a street 
party or taking part in The Big Jubilee 
Lunch, planting a tree, or taking part in 
one of the many local events, it promises 
to be a summer to remember!

The Friends of Queen 
Elizabeth Park are gearing 
up for a lively schedule of 
Platinum Jubilee celebrations 
during the four-day bank 
holiday weekend.

Farnborough’s much-loved 
beech woodland, which is 
named after The Queen, will 
host a number of community 
events between 2 and 5 June. 
These include a Royal Torchlight 

Procession with a feast of buns 
and hot chocolate; the launch 
of a Jubilee Tree-Trail; and a Big 
Jubilee Picnic Lunch under the 
trees with optional royal fancy 
dress. Other events are planned.

The Friends have also started 
up a new monthly, community 
ambling group, which aims 
to provide people with the 
opportunity to enjoy the trees 
and explore the paths in a safe 

Friends prepare for Platinum Jubilee fun 

and relaxed group environment 
during an easy-paced stroll. 
Ambles are kept to a maximum 
of one hour. 

Anyone interested in the ambling
group or Jubilee celebrations 
should email kathryn@
queenelizabethpark.net or 
keep up to date with news via 
facebook/qepfarnborough or 
www.queenelizabethpark.net

If you’re planning a street 
party to mark The Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee this 
summer, now’s the time 
to start thinking about 
organising it!

We know lots of people will 
want to hold a street party 
to be part of the big national 
celebration over the bank 
holiday weekend and we want 
to make it as easy for you.

Head over to www.rushmoor.
gov.uk/streetparty and 
complete the application form. 
It could take up to eight weeks
to process an application, so we 
need your applications soon!

For some great ideas on how 
to get involved in the Platinum 
Jubilee events, and to find a list 
of events in your area please see
www.platinumjubilee.gov.uk/
get-involved-with-the-
platinum-jubilee

Organising a Platinum Jubilee street party
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Join Peppa Pig for the best day ever
Live shows promise to put a spring in 
your step, with dance, music, family 
entertainment and theatre at the 
Princes Hall in Aldershot.

Peppa Pig fans are about to have the Best 
Day Ever when the new live show, packed 
with songs and games, takes to the stage on 
9 and 10 April. Families can enjoy a road-
trip full of adventures with George, Mummy 
Pig, Daddy Pig, and friends including Miss 
Rabbit and Suzy Sheep. 

For music lovers, there is a varied 
programme, with highlights including How 
Sweet It Is - The Greatest Hits of Motown 
with music and amazing choreography on 
7 April, bagpipes with attitude with the Red 
Hot Chili Pipers on 12 May, and Walk Right 
Back, which tells the story of The Everley 
Brothers, on 29 May.

For a fun night out, the Olivier-nominated 
Fascinating Aida will take to the stage on 
7 May, promising a selection of favourite 
songs and many new topical and hilarious 
tunes, topped off with a dollop of glamour!  

Fan of Strictly? Last year’s Strictly Come 
Dancing winner Giovanni Pernice brings 
his highly anticipated show This Is Me
on 13 May, featuring ballroom and Latin 
dances, as he lights up the floor with his 
cast of professional dancers.

You can see the calendar of upcoming 
shows and book online at
www.princeshall.com

For soul fans, a new musical, Soul Sisters, 
will be sure to get toes tapping on 3 May, 
with a journey of success, survival and 
sisterhood, set to the music of a 1980s
soul weekender.

Step into
the limelight
Calling all dancers! If you’d 
like to be in this year’s 
Princes Hall pantomime, 
Cinderella, now’s your 
chance to shine.

The theatre and Hopkins 
Associates are holding open 
dance auditions on Sunday 15 
May for dancers aged ten and 
upwards, who can demonstrate 
tap, modern and ballet skills. 
Registration is at 9.30am and 
auditions start at 10am.

There are three age ranges 
– juveniles (from ten years), 
intermediates (13-plus years) 
and seniors (16-plus years), 
but if you’re outside the age 
range for any group, you are 
still welcome to audition. 
The final group choice may 
also take account of height.

Our friendly local makers 
have been busy creating 
handmade items and gifts 
for the return our monthly 
craft fayres in Farnborough 
town centre.

Taking place on the third 
Saturday of the month, 
our crafters set up along 
Queensmead. 

Our next fayres will be taking 
place on Saturday 19 March,
16 April (Easter Saturday) and 
21 May.

Whether you are looking for 
a unique gift, something for 
your home - or perhaps you 
are hoping to find your own 
creative inspiration - there’s 
something for everyone.

Families can also enjoy our 
Easter Eggstravaganza events 
in Aldershot town centre 
on Saturday 9 April and 
Queensmead in Farnborough
on Sunday 10 April from
10am to 3pm. 

Hop on down to meet some 
of your favourite animals at the 

To find out more go to 
www.rushmoor.gov.uk/
eventsdiary

Crafty start to spring and Easter fun
children’s farm and head to our 
craft tent to create some cute 
crafts to take home.

Then, discover the magical 
world of theatrical storytelling 
in our action-packed Easter egg 
hunt. Families will meet Mrs 
Greenfingers, the white rabbit 
and the friendly fox as they hunt 
down eggs hidden around the 
town centres. With puzzles 
to solve, trails to explore, and 
stories to discover - it’s going
to be great fun! The hunts start 
at 10.15am, midday and 1.45pm 
each day.
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Share your 
passion for
arts and crafts
A group of local artisans and crafters is keen to welcome 
on board any residents who have developed their skills 
and worked on new ones during the pandemic. 

Farnborough Craft Guild is a members-only organisation, 
which holds a number of shows during the year featuring original 
and unique gifts including pottery, silk painting, woodcraft, 
photography, weaving, silk scarves, knitting, jewellery, cards and 
needlework. 

Shows also feature live demonstrations by potters, wood-turners, 
artists, card-makers and painters. 

Originally formed in 1983, the group meets monthly at All Saints 
Church Hall in Farnborough. As the group marks its 39th year,
it is looking to recruit new members.

Helping young people into work
Finding a job after two years of a 
pandemic may seem like a challenge.

But if you are aged 18 to 24 years old and 
looking for work for the first time after 
school or college, it may seem even more 
daunting.

We’ve been working with colleagues in 
Hart and Basingstoke to launch the North 
Hants Employment and Skills Zone.

Our new website, www esznorthhants.
org.uk has lots of helpful info on 
looking for a job, tips on preparing your 
cv and opportunities for training and 
apprenticeships.

A drop-in session also runs every fortnight 
in Aldershot town centre giving young 
people the chance to find out about the 
help available, meet local employers and get 
support to help them secure a job.

Aldershot’s local hub is held at Karuna 
Coffee House in Wellington Street and 
takes place every other Monday, from 2pm 
to 4pm.

“It’s been a pleasure to meet the young 
people who’ve dropped by to chat to us 
so far,” said Nicky Phillips our skills and 
employment adviser.

“At first, they can be a bit nervous, but we 
just start with a friendly chat over a cuppa 
and it’s a chance for them to get lots of
help all in one place. Many don’t realise
the support that is available to them.

“Every fortnight, we have different 
organisations joining us in the hub, so 
whether you are confused about what you 
want to do next, are looking for a job or are 
thinking about an apprenticeship or some 
volunteering work, we are here to help. 

“We can also support young entrepreneurs 
who have dreams of running their own 
businesses and set them up with a mentor.”

The next sessions are coming up on 
Monday 28 March and 11 April.

To find out more go to
www esznorthhants.org.uk
or email skills@rushmoor.gov.uk.

So, if you’re interested in joining, please go to
www.farnboroughcraftguild.org.uk for more information. 








